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1 Disclaimer
This is a brief on addressing sin in a sensitive
manner, especially in sermons or information
meant for public consumption (Matt 28:19-20).
In line with Jesus’ teaching, ”Let he who is with-
out sin cast the first stone” (John 8:7), we en-
courage you to ”test everything; hold fast what
is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21) and to peacefully
set aside what does not resonate with you.

2 Introduction
In our calling to disciple nations and evange-
lize, as commanded in Matthew 28:19-20, it’s
crucial to approach others with the love and
humility exemplified by Christ, not judgment
or self-righteousness. This leaflet embodies An-
abaptist values of compassion and understand-
ing, acknowledging our universal shortcomings
(Romans 3:23) and the inherent value in each
person. Our mission, following Jesus’ teaching
that the meek shall inherit the earth (Matthew
5:5), isn’t to condemn but to guide gently and
humbly. As we share Jesus’ redeeming love, we
strive to avoid alienation through judgment, in-
stead demonstrating grace, as we are all works
in progress, supported by a caring community.

3 Understanding Sin: An An-
abaptist Perspective

In the Anabaptist tradition, sin is understood
through the lens of Jesus’ teachings, emphasiz-
ing spiritual and relational aspects of wrongdo-
ing:

• Sin as Separation from God: Sin is
any action, thought, or attitude that sep-
arates us from God (Isaiah 59:2). It dis-
rupts a right relationship with God.

• Social Dimension of Sin: Anabaptists
recognize the social impact of our actions
on our community and relationships (1
John 4:20).

• Call to Holistic Living: Believers are
encouraged to live holistically, striving for
righteousness in all life areas (Matthew
5:48).

• Concerns Over Condoning Sin:
While emphasizing empathy and avoid-
ing judgment, it is important to clarify
that this does not equate to condoning
sin. The Anabaptist tradition stresses
personal accountability and the transfor-
mative power of repentance and living
according to Christ’s teachings (James
2:17).

• Humility and Respect for All: Em-
phasize the importance of not feeling su-
perior to others, avoiding laughter, jokes,
or excessive pity towards those who may
be living in sin. Scripture teaches us to
”Do nothing from selfish ambition or con-
ceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves” (Philippians
2:3) and to remember that ”God shows
no partiality” (Romans 2:11). Acknowl-
edge that everyone has inherent dignity
and worth, as we are all made in the image
of God (Genesis 1:27), and not everyone
has had the privilege of being raised in a
Mennonite or similar faith community.

This perspective guides believers in recog-
nizing and addressing sin as part of a journey
towards spiritual wholeness and community har-
mony.

4 Addressing Sensitive Topics
As we engage with our community and visitors,
it’s crucial to address sensitive topics with care,
empathy, and a focus on scriptural teachings.

• Out-of-Wedlock Births: In Canada,
about 32% of births occur out of wed-
lock. Approach this topic with com-
passion, avoiding judgment (John 8:7).
Remember, Jesus himself was born into
unconventional circumstances (Matthew
1:18-25). We recognize the value of ev-
ery individual and family structure. As
a solution can encourage individuals to
find strength in their roles as parents, and
to seek God’s wisdom in nurturing their
children, embracing the challenges with
faith and courage. Lifestyle Choices
and Beliefs: Considering that approxi-
mately 16% of Canadian couples cohabit
and 4% identify as LGBTQ+, it’s crucial
to respect personal decisions while shar-
ing the Anabaptist perspective. This ap-
proach is rooted in Jesus’ inclusive love
(Luke 15:1-2). The solution lies in guid-
ing individuals to reflect on their choices
in light of biblical teachings, while affirm-
ing their worth and dignity as children
of God. This process involves reiterating
the importance of balancing truth with
love (Ephesians 4:15), maintaining a focus
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on biblical teachings, and showing respect
and love for all individuals.

• Addiction and Substance Abuse:
With around 21% of Canadians facing
these challenges, our focus is on empa-
thy and recovery. Emulate Christ’s exam-
ple of helping individuals feel loved and
accepted, not condemned (Matthew 9:10-
13). As a solution can offer support in
seeking recovery, emphasizing the power
of faith and community in overcoming ad-
diction, and the grace of God in renewing
and restoring lives.

In all interactions, our goal is to create an
environment where everyone feels valued, loved,
and accepted, irrespective of their life circum-
stances.

5 Repentance and Forgiveness
In this journey, we emphasize love, self-
improvement, and forgiveness in the face of sin.
It’s important to frame repentance as a positive,
transformative process, inspired by God’s mercy
(Luke 15:7). The focus should be on encour-
agement and support in overcoming challenges,
rather than condemnation.

6 Inclusive Language
Language is a powerful tool. In discussing
sin, use terms that are welcoming and non-
derogatory, following Christ’s example of com-
passion and inclusivity (John 8:11). This ap-
proach helps prevent alienation and promotes a
more loving and supportive community.

7 Personal Stories and Testi-
monies

Ensure that personal testimonies are used to
illustrate biblical principles, not replace them.
These narratives can inspire and offer hope by
demonstrating the power of God’s grace and
forgiveness in real-life situations (Psalm 51:17).
They provide relatable and encouraging exam-
ples for those facing similar challenges, showing
how individuals have navigated their struggles
with faith and community support.

8 Resources for Support
Include a list of support groups, counseling op-
tions, and community programs that offer as-
sistance and guidance in dealing with various
challenges. Highlight resources that provide a
safe and understanding environment for those
struggling with sin, emphasizing the Anabaptist
perspective of community and mutual aid (Gala-

tians 6:2).

9 Community Involvement
Encourage participation in church services and
community events that foster a sense of belong-
ing and provide a supportive network. Highlight
how involvement in a faith-based community can
aid in personal growth and overcoming sin (He-
brews 10:24-25).

10 Teachings of Jesus
Incorporate teachings and parables from Jesus
that emphasize compassion, forgiveness, and re-
demption in dealing with sin (Luke 15:11-32).
Use these scriptures to guide the understand-
ing and approach towards sin, highlighting Je-
sus’ example of love and acceptance.

11 Design and Imagery
Use design elements that convey peace, hope,
and positivity. Opt for visuals that uplift and
inspire, creating an inviting and comforting at-
mosphere in the leaflet. This approach aligns
with the message of hope and renewal found in
Christianity (Psalm 34:18).

12 Avoid Controversial Topics
Deliberately avoid topics that are politically
charged or divisive. Focus on the core message
of dealing with sin in a loving and supportive
manner, keeping the content centered on spir-
itual growth and community support (Romans
14:1).

13 Feedback and Revision
Seek feedback from a diverse group to ensure the
content is sensitive and appropriate. This feed-
back can help in refining the message to bet-
ter serve its purpose of guiding individuals in
dealing with sin compassionately and effectively
(Proverbs 15:22).

14 Conclusion
In conclusion, this leaflet serves as a guide
to sensitively and compassionately address sin
within our communities, rooted in the Anabap-
tist tradition. It encourages us to approach each
other with understanding, humility, and a spirit
of grace, reflecting Jesus’ teachings. As we navi-
gate these sensitive issues, may we always strive
to create an environment of love, support, and
mutual growth, recognizing the inherent worth
and dignity in each person. Let this be our com-
mitment as we continue our collective journey
towards spiritual wholeness and deeper commu-
nity harmony.
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