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1 Introduction
The passages from Matthew 7:24-27 and
Luke 6:47-49 emphasize building one’s life
on the solid foundation of Jesus’ teachings,
akin to constructing a house on rock that
withstands floods, as opposed to building on
sand, leading to collapse when trials come.
This metaphor highlights the importance of
not just hearing Jesus’ words but actively
living them out. It’s a call to authentic disci-
pleship and obedience that resonates deeply
with Anabaptist theology and practice.

Anabaptist perspectives often stress the
centrality of Jesus’ teachings as the founda-
tion for Christian life. For instance, the Hut-
terites, a branch of the Anabaptist move-
ment, place a significant emphasis on the
words and life of Jesus as the ultimate rev-
elation of God’s will. This is reflected in
their approach to Scripture, where Christ’s
teachings, particularly the Sermon on the
Mount, are paramount. They believe that
even if they had nothing else from the Scrip-
tures, the Sermon on the Mount would suf-
fice to understand God’s will . This approach
underscores a Christocentric hermeneutic,
valuing humility, ethical living, and commu-
nity accountability in interpreting the Bible.

Moreover, Anabaptists hold to the belief
that true understanding of Scripture is facili-
tated not just through study but through di-
rect personal experience with Jesus and the
ongoing guidance of the Holy Spirit within
the context of the church community. They
emphasize that mere intellectual comprehen-
sion of biblical texts is inadequate without a
lived experience of Jesus Christ’s transfor-
mative power .

Thus, from an Anabaptist perspective,
the teachings encapsulated in Matthew
7:24-27 and Luke 6:47-49 are not merely

metaphorical lessons but directives for living
a life deeply rooted in the teachings of Jesus.
This implies a discipleship that goes beyond
superficial acknowledgment of Christ’s lord-
ship to a profound, life-altering commitment
that manifests in daily living, community
involvement, and a consistent effort to em-
body the values Jesus taught. Through such
a life, Anabaptists believe individuals and
communities can withstand the metaphori-
cal floods of trials and tribulations, sustained
by a foundation that is unshakable because
it is rooted in Christ’s eternal truths.

2 Line by Line
For a detailed line-by-line analysis of
Matthew 7:24-27 and Luke 6:47-49, let’s
delve into the text, highlighting key themes
and their significance from an Anabaptist
perspective:

2.0.1 Matthew 7:24-27

Matthew 7:24
• ”Everyone then who hears these

words of mine and does them will
be like a wise man who built his
house on the rock.”

• Anabaptist Interpretation: Hearing
and doing Jesus’ words are insep-
arable actions for true discipleship.
The ”rock” symbolizes Jesus’ teach-
ings, emphasizing the need for a firm
foundation in His words. This mirrors
the Anabaptist emphasis on practical
obedience to Jesus’ teachings as cen-
tral to faith.

Matthew 7:25
• ”And the rain fell, and the floods

came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house, but it did not
fall, because it had been founded
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on the rock.”
• Anabaptist Interpretation: The in-

evitability of life’s trials is acknowl-
edged here. The house’s endurance is
attributed to its solid foundation, anal-
ogous to the resilience of a believer
whose life is grounded in Christ. An-
abaptists would interpret this as the
sustaining power of living out Jesus’
teachings, even in the face of persecu-
tion.

Matthew 7:26
• ”And everyone who hears these

words of mine and does not do
them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand.”

• Anabaptist Interpretation: This verse
warns against the danger of ignoring
Jesus’ commands. Building on sand
symbolizes a life based on superficial
or false beliefs. Anabaptists see this
as a caution against nominal Christian-
ity, emphasizing the need for authentic
faith that transforms life and actions.

Matthew 7:27
• ”And the rain fell, and the floods

came, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, and it
fell, and great was the fall of it.”

• Anabaptist Interpretation: The disas-
trous outcome for the house not built
on the rock serves as a stark warning.
It illustrates the ultimate failure of a
life not grounded in the true under-
standing and practice of Jesus’ teach-
ings. Anabaptists would understand
this as a call to serious, committed dis-
cipleship.

2.0.2 Luke 6:47-49 (Parallel to
Matthew 7:24-27)

Luke 6:47
• ”Everyone who comes to me and

hears my words and does them, I
will show you what he is like:”

• Anabaptist Interpretation: This verse
emphasizes coming to Jesus as the first

step, highlighting a personal relation-
ship with Him. Hearing and doing
His words are presented as evidence
of this relationship. Anabaptists value
the personal, transformative encounter
with Jesus that leads to a life of obe-
dience.

Luke 6:48
• ”He is like a man building a

house, who dug deep and laid
the foundation on the rock. And
when a flood arose, the stream
broke against that house but
could not shake it, because it had
been well built.”

• Anabaptist Interpretation: The dili-
gent effort to ”dig deep” and lay a foun-
dation on the rock reflects the Anabap-
tist commitment to a thorough un-
derstanding and application of Jesus’
teachings. The house’s stability in the
flood symbolizes the enduring faith of
those who are deeply rooted in Christ.

Luke 6:49
• ”But the one who hears and does

not do them is like a man who
built a house on the ground with-
out a foundation. When the
stream broke against it, immedi-
ately it fell, and the ruin of that
house was great.”

• Anabaptist Interpretation: Building
without a foundation signifies a faith
that lacks true commitment and under-
standing of Jesus’ words. The immedi-
ate collapse of the house illustrates the
vulnerability of such superficial faith.
Anabaptists would see this as a cau-
tion against a faith that is not lived
out in daily actions and decisions.

In both passages, the emphasis on hear-
ing and doing Jesus’ words reflects the An-
abaptist belief in the inseparability of faith
and practice. The foundation of rock versus
sand serves as a powerful metaphor for the
choices every believer must make in build-
ing a life that either stands firm in Christ or
collapses under the weight of trials.
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