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1 Introduction
Anabaptist interpretations of biblical pas-
sages often emphasize themes of repentance,
forgiveness, community, and radical disci-
pleship. Luke 15:1-32, which includes the
Parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin,
and the Prodigal Son, is rich with themes
that resonate deeply with Anabaptist beliefs.
Here’s how these parables might be inter-
preted from an Anabaptist perspective:

1. 1. The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke
15:1-7)

• Radical Pursuit: The shepherd’s
effort to find the one lost sheep
reflects God’s radical pursuit of
each individual, a concept that
aligns with the Anabaptist em-
phasis on personal faith and com-
mitment.

• Community Inclusivity: The re-
joicing upon the sheep’s return
can symbolize the Anabaptist
ideal of a welcoming and forgiving
community that celebrates each
person’s return to the faith.

2. 2. The Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke
15:8-10)

• Value of Every Individual: The
woman’s diligent search for the
lost coin and her joy upon finding
it symbolizes the value of every in-
dividual in God’s eyes, a principle
that Anabaptists hold dearly.

• The Role of the Community: The
shared joy with neighbors reflects
the Anabaptist practice of com-
munal living and shared spiritual
experiences.

3. 3. The Parable of the Prodigal Son
(Luke 15:11-32)

• Repentance and Forgiveness: The
prodigal son’s return and his fa-
ther’s unconditional acceptance
highlight the themes of repen-
tance and God’s forgiveness. An-
abaptists emphasize the need for
genuine repentance and the assur-
ance of God’s grace.

• Radical Grace and Love: The fa-
ther’s response exemplifies radical
grace and love, central tenets of
Anabaptist faith. The father’s ac-
tions challenge traditional notions
of justice and merit, emphasizing
instead grace and compassion.

• Living in Community: The older
brother’s reaction can be inter-
preted as a caution against self-
righteousness in the community.
Anabaptists would stress the im-
portance of humility, grace, and
communal harmony over individ-
ual pride or merit.

1.1 Conclusion

In these parables, Anabaptists would likely
see a powerful expression of God’s uncondi-
tional love, the importance of personal re-
pentance, and the joy of reconciliation with
God and within the community. The em-
phasis on grace, forgiveness, and the value of
each individual aligns closely with Anabap-
tist teachings. Additionally, the importance
of community support and the celebration of
spiritual restoration are key themes that res-
onate with the Anabaptist tradition.

2 Parable of the Lost Sheep
The Parable of the Lost Sheep, found in Luke
15:1-7, is a powerful narrative that resonates
deeply with Anabaptist values and teach-
ings. Let’s expand on its interpretation from
an Anabaptist perspective: Understanding
the Parable

The Narrative: In the parable, Jesus de-
scribes a shepherd who leaves his flock of
ninety-nine sheep to search for one that is
lost. Upon finding it, he rejoices more over
this one sheep than over the ninety-nine that
did not wander off. Context of the Parable:
This parable is told in response to the Phar-
isees and scribes who were criticizing Jesus
for welcoming and eating with sinners.
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2.1 Anabaptist Interpretation

God’s Pursuit of the Individual: The shep-
herd’s action in the parable reflects God’s
deep concern for each individual, especially
those who have strayed. This aligns with the
Anabaptist emphasis on personal faith and
the belief that God actively seeks a relation-
ship with every person.

Value of Each Person: The fact that the
shepherd goes after the one lost sheep high-
lights the intrinsic value of each individual
in the community. Anabaptists believe that
each person is precious in God’s eyes, mirror-
ing the shepherd’s care for each of his sheep.

Repentance and Restoration: The joy
over the sheep’s return can be seen as sym-
bolic of the joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents. Anabaptists hold strong con-
victions about repentance and the transfor-
mative power of God’s forgiveness in one’s
life.

Community Responsibility: While not
directly stated in the parable, Anabaptists
might also interpret the shepherd’s action
as a model for the community’s responsibil-
ity towards its members. The community
should actively care for and seek to restore
those who have wandered or are spiritually
lost.

Critique of Religious Complacency: The
contrast between the shepherd’s action and
the attitude of the ninety-nine sheep, who
are not lost, could be interpreted as a cri-
tique of religious complacency. Anabap-
tists, with their focus on radical discipleship,
would see this as a call to active faith, not
just contentment with one’s own spiritual
status.

Radical Love and Grace: The shepherd’s
willingness to leave the ninety-nine to find
the one demonstrates a radical kind of love
and grace, themes that are central to An-
abaptist theology. It challenges believers to
extend grace and love to all, especially those
who are marginalized or have strayed from
the faith.
2.2 Conclusion

In summary, from an Anabaptist perspec-
tive, the Parable of the Lost Sheep empha-
sizes the importance of each individual to
God, the joy of repentance and restoration,
and the responsibility of the community to
care for and seek those who are lost. It also
serves as a reminder of God’s unconditional

love and the call to a living faith that actively
pursues the wellbeing of every member of the
community.

3 Parable of the Lost Coin
The Parable of the Lost Coin, found in Luke
15:8-10, offers rich insights when viewed from
an Anabaptist perspective. This parable is
about a woman who loses one of her ten sil-
ver coins and diligently searches her house
until she finds it. Upon finding it, she calls
her friends and neighbors to rejoice with
her. Here’s an expansion of its interpretation
from an Anabaptist viewpoint: Understand-
ing the Parable

The Narrative: The story centers on the
woman’s persistent search for the lost coin,
reflecting a deep concern for what is lost and
a great joy upon its recovery. Context of the
Parable: Similar to the Parable of the Lost
Sheep, this parable is part of Jesus’ response
to the Pharisees’ and scribes’ criticism of His
association with sinners.
3.1 Anabaptist Interpretation

Value of the Individual: The woman’s dili-
gent search for the one lost coin symbolizes
the value of every individual in the eyes of
God. Anabaptists emphasize that every per-
son, no matter their status or condition, is
precious and worth ’searching for’ in a spiri-
tual sense.

Community and Joy in Restoration: The
woman’s invitation to her neighbors to re-
joice with her reflects the communal aspect
of faith in Anabaptist tradition. The recov-
ery of what was lost is not just an individual
celebration but a communal one, resonating
with the Anabaptist practice of shared life
and mutual support.

Diligence in Spiritual Matters: The ef-
fort the woman puts into finding the coin
can be seen as an allegory for the diligence
required in spiritual life. Anabaptists, with
their emphasis on intentional discipleship,
would view this as a call to be proactive and
persistent in matters of faith and community.

Inclusivity and Outreach: The parable
also speaks to the inclusivity of God’s king-
dom. Just as the woman searches for the
lost coin, Anabaptists believe in reaching out
to those who are marginalized, lost, or over-
looked by society, reflecting Jesus’ own min-
istry.

Celebration of Repentance: The joy over
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finding the coin parallels the joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents. Anabaptists
would see this as an affirmation of the trans-
formative power of repentance and the grace
available to all.

Reflecting God’s Concern: The parable
encourages believers to reflect God’s concern
for the lost in their own lives. This aligns
with the Anabaptist commitment to living
out Jesus’ teachings in practical ways, in-
cluding caring for and valuing each member
of the community.
3.2 Conclusion

In essence, from an Anabaptist perspective,
the Parable of the Lost Coin emphasizes the
intrinsic value of each individual, the joy of
spiritual restoration, and the importance of
communal celebration in matters of faith. It
is also a call to be diligent and intentional
in spiritual pursuits and to reflect God’s in-
clusive love in reaching out to and caring for
those who are spiritually ’lost’ or marginal-
ized.

4 Parable of the Prodigal Son
The Parable of the Prodigal Son, found in
Luke 15:11-32, is a profound narrative that
speaks to themes of repentance, forgiveness,
and restoration. Anabaptist interpretations
of this parable would typically emphasize
these themes, aligning with their core beliefs
and practices. Here’s an expanded look at
the parable from an Anabaptist perspective:
Understanding the Parable

The Narrative: The story tells of a
younger son who takes his inheritance early,
squanders it in reckless living, and then re-
turns home in a destitute state, seeking for-
giveness. His father welcomes him back with
open arms, celebrating his return. Mean-
while, the older son, who stayed and worked
faithfully at home, reacts with resentment
towards his brother’s warm reception. Con-
text of the Parable: This parable, like those
of the Lost Sheep and Lost Coin, addresses
themes of lostness, repentance, and the joy
of restoration.
4.1 Anabaptist Interpretation

Repentance and Return: The prodigal son’s
return and his father’s acceptance symbolize
the Anabaptist belief in the power of repen-

tance and God’s readiness to forgive. This
aligns with their emphasis on personal ac-
countability and the transformative nature
of repentance.

Radical Grace and Forgiveness: The fa-
ther’s unconditional love and forgiveness re-
flect Anabaptist views on the nature of God’s
grace. It challenges believers to practice the
same radical forgiveness and acceptance in
their own lives, extending grace to others as
God has to them.

Reconciliation and Restoration: The
restoration of the prodigal son to his family
resonates with the Anabaptist commitment
to community and reconciliation. This story
can be seen as an encouragement to actively
work towards restoring broken relationships
within the community.

Caution Against Self-Righteousness: The
reaction of the older brother serves as a cau-
tion against self-righteousness and judgmen-
tal attitudes. Anabaptists, who value hu-
mility and simplicity, would see this as a re-
minder of the dangers of pride and the im-
portance of celebrating others’ redemption.

Community Celebration: The communal
celebration upon the son’s return highlights
the Anabaptist value of shared joy and sup-
port within the community. It emphasizes
that restoration and reconciliation are com-
munal, not just individual, experiences.

God’s Inclusive Love: The parable
demonstrates God’s inclusive love and is a
call to extend that love to all, regardless of
their past. This is in line with Anabaptist
teachings of showing love and compassion to
all members of society, including those who
may feel marginalized or unworthy.
4.2 Conclusion

From an Anabaptist perspective, the Parable
of the Prodigal Son is a powerful illustra-
tion of repentance, unconditional love, and
the joy of restoration, both with God and
within the community. It underscores the
themes of grace, forgiveness, and the impor-
tance of a humble, non-judgmental approach
to relationships within the faith community.
This parable serves as a reminder of the need
for constant vigilance against self-righteous
attitudes and the importance of embracing
all, especially those seeking forgiveness and
a new start.
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