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1 Bible
Luke 14:15-24 (NIV)

15 When one of those at the table with
him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed
is the one who will eat at the feast in the
kingdom of God.”

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was
preparing a great banquet and invited many
guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he
sent his servant to tell those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’

18 “But they all alike began to make ex-
cuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a
field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse
me.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five
yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them
out. Please excuse me.’

20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married,
so I can’t come.’

21 “The servant came back and reported
this to his master. Then the owner of the
house became angry and ordered his servant,
‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of
the town and bring in the poor, the crippled,
the blind and the lame.’

22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you or-
dered has been done, but there is still room.’

23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go
out to the roads and country lanes and com-
pel them to come in, so that my house will
be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who
were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’”

2 Summary
Luke 14:15-24 in the Bible contains the Para-
ble of the Great Banquet. This is a story
told by Jesus to illustrate the Kingdom of
God and the nature of God’s invitation to
all people. Here’s a brief overview:

The Setting: Jesus is at a dinner hosted
by a prominent Pharisee, where he notices
how guests are choosing places of honor at
the table. He then tells a parable in response
to a guest’s remark about the blessedness of
those who will eat in the Kingdom of God.

The Parable: A man prepares a great
banquet and invites many guests. At the
time of the banquet, he sends his servant to
tell those who had been invited, ’Come, for
everything is now ready.’

The Excuses: But they all alike begin to
make excuses. The first says he has bought
a field and must go and see it; another has
bought five yoke of oxen and is on his way
to try them; the third says he has just got
married and therefore cannot come.

The Master’s Response: The master of
the house becomes angry and orders his ser-
vant to go out quickly into the streets and
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind, and the lame.

The Second Invitation: After this, there
is still room, and the master tells the servant
to go out to the roads and country lanes and
compel people to come in, so that his house
will be full.

The Message: This parable is often inter-
preted as an illustration of God’s invitation
to salvation. The initial invitees represent
the Jewish people, who were first to receive
God’s call. Their excuses symbolize indiffer-
ence to God’s call. The subsequent invita-
tion to the marginalized and the outsiders
(Gentiles) highlights God’s grace extending
beyond traditional boundaries.

Conclusion: Jesus ends the parable with
the master declaring that none of the origi-
nal invitees will get a taste of his banquet,
symbolizing the consequence of ignoring or
rejecting God’s invitation.

This parable emphasizes the importance
of responding to God’s invitation with ur-
gency and not taking it for granted. It also
reflects the inclusive nature of God’s king-
dom, welcoming all who are willing to accept
the invitation.

3 Cross-References to Similar
Parables

3.1 New Testament

Parable of the Wedding Feast (Matthew
22:1-14): This parable has a similar theme
about a king who invites guests to a wed-
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ding feast. The rejection by the invitees and
the eventual invitation to others can be com-
pared with the Great Banquet, illustrating
God’s invitation to His kingdom and the re-
sponses it elicits.

Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew
25:1-13): This parable emphasizes being pre-
pared for the Kingdom of God, similar to the
urgency and readiness required in accepting
God’s invitation in the Great Banquet.

Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20/Luke
8:4-15): This parable, although different in
context, shares the theme of receiving and
responding to the word of God, akin to the
invitation in Luke 14.
3.2 Old Testament

Isaiah 25:6-8: This passage describes a lav-
ish feast prepared by the Lord for all peo-
ples, featuring rich food and fine wine. It
is often seen as a foreshadowing of the Mes-
sianic banquet, a theme that Jesus taps into
with the Great Banquet parable. It empha-
sizes God’s intention to include all nations
and peoples in His redemptive plan.

Proverbs 9:1-6: Wisdom is personified as
a woman who has prepared a banquet and
invites the simple to come and dine with her
to gain insight. This metaphor of a banquet
as a call to wisdom and understanding can
be seen as a precursor to the invitation in
Jesus’ parables.

Feasts and Banquets in Jewish Tradition:
Various Old Testament narratives and laws
about feasts and banquets (like Passover,
Feast of Tabernacles, etc.) establish the
idea of a communal meal as a significant
event. These gatherings often symbolized
God’s provision and covenant relationship
with Israel.

The Inclusivity of God’s People: The Old
Testament contains numerous references to
the inclusion of the Gentiles in God’s plan
(e.g., Isaiah 56:6-8). This theme is a precur-
sor to the New Testament’s message of the
Gospel being open to all, as illustrated in the
banquet parables.

Ezekiel 34:16: God’s role as a shepherd
seeking the lost, bringing back the strayed,
binding up the injured, and strengthening
the weak has parallels in the New Tes-
tament’s portrayal of Jesus inviting the
marginalized to the banquet.

These Old Testament references provide
a background understanding of the themes
that Jesus explores in his parables. They
show the continuity of God’s plan and His
desire for an inclusive community, a theme
that is central to the message of Jesus in the
New Testament.

4 Anabaptist/Mennonite Per-
spectives

Community and Inclusivity: Anabaptist and
Mennonite traditions emphasize community
and social justice. The invitation to the
marginalized in the parable aligns with these
values, highlighting God’s kingdom as inclu-
sive and open to all, regardless of social sta-
tus.

Discipleship and Sacrifice: The excuses
made by the invitees in the parable can be
discussed in terms of the cost of discipleship,
a significant theme in Anabaptist theology.
The willingness to forsake worldly concerns
for the sake of the Kingdom of God is cen-
tral.

Peace and Reconciliation: The act of
inviting enemies and outcasts into the ban-
quet can be a metaphor for the Anabap-
tist emphasis on peace-making and reconcil-
iation.

Radical Hospitality: The parable’s call
to invite the ”poor, the crippled, the blind,
and the lame” resonates with the Anabap-
tist/Mennonite focus on radical hospitality
and serving those marginalized by society.

Biblical Interpretation: Anabaptists of-
ten advocate for a Christocentric reading of
the Bible. Discuss how this parable reflects
Jesus’ teachings on the Kingdom of God and
how it might guide a Christ-centered life.

5 Additional Discussion Points
Historical and Cultural Context: Under-
standing the Jewish customs of banquets and
feasts during Jesus’ time can provide insights
into the significance of the parable.

The Role of the Servant: Explore the
symbolic role of the servant in the parable.
In Anabaptist thought, this can be related to
the role of believers in spreading the Gospel.

Application to Modern Life: How does
this parable speak to modern challenges,
such as social exclusion, indifference to spir-
itual matters, and the busy nature of life?
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