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1 Disclaimer:
This story is inspired by the Anishinaabe
people’s teachings. It’s a new tale, not a
traditional one. The characters, Nimkii and
Waaban, and the events are made up to show
the values of the Anishinaabe, especially the
Grandfather Teachings (Wisdom, Love, Re-
spect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility, Truth).

Please read with respect. For real An-
ishinaabe stories and teachings, it’s best to
talk to Anishinaabe elders and community
members. They hold the true knowledge.

2 Story:
In the heart of a great forest, Nimkii wan-
dered, seeking understanding. Beneath a tall
cedar, an elder sat, sensing Nimkii’s quest
and shared the words of their forebears.

”Our ancestors teach, ’We don’t own
the Earth; we are its children.’ By honor-
ing Mother Earth and taking only what’s
needed, she provides for us.”

Listening deeply, Nimkii continued on,
coming upon a still pond. In its reflection,
Nimkii recognized the divine light within, re-
alizing that ”All life is bound together.”

By the water, Nimkii met Waaban. Their
hearts resonated with Love. They recalled
the teaching, ”By respecting all life, it re-
spects us in return.” Their bond deepened
with Honesty, giving rise to a village where
harmony reigned.

In the heart of the village, Respect illu-
minated every gesture and word. Nimkii and
Waaban cherished their kin and everyone
around, ensuring they honored each individ-
ual’s journey. They believed that teachings

should be shared, not imposed, and always
waited for an open heart to speak. Their
guiding principle was, ”The wind carries sto-
ries. Silence holds truths. The heart feels
deeply.”

When faced with adversities, Nimkii
would turn to the boundless Love of Gitche
Manitou and Nokomis Aki (Mother Earth).
They believed that by immersing oneself in
this divine love and grounding with the land,
one’s spirit could be recharged and rejuve-
nated. A recurring lesson was, ”When united
with the land and the Great Spirit, love
knows no bounds.”

In one moonlit night, a challenge arose
within the village. A disagreement threat-
ened to sow discord among its members.
Nimkii, though tempted to stay silent, re-
membered the teaching of Bravery. Stand-
ing in the village center, Nimkii courageously
spoke words of unity, reminding all of the
strength found in togetherness. Waaban,
standing alongside, sang a song of reconcil-
iation, echoing the interconnectedness of all
life.

As seasons changed, Nimkii often found
wisdom in nature. Observing the migrating
birds, they understood the power of commu-
nity and the importance of each member’s
role. Watching the trees shed their leaves,
Nimkii grasped the beauty of letting go and
the promise of renewal. These lessons were
shared with the village, further enriching the
collective wisdom.

With the progression of time, as Nimkii’s
bond with the unseen grew, they felt an in-
nate worthiness to receive messages from the
spirit realm. But they remained discerning,
always ensuring these spirits echoed love and
held utmost respect for all beings, a testa-
ment that they truly resonated with Gitche
Manitou’s essence.

As cycles passed, Nimkii, wrapped in love
and the Grandfather Teachings, shared wis-
dom with the next ones. As the time came
for Nimkii to rejoin Gitche Manitou, it was
with a heart full of love for all of creation. In
this way, teachings of provision, unity, love,
honor, truth, and insight continued, lighting
the way for all in Gitche Manitou’s embrace.
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