
For Anishnaabe: A Guide
to the Blessed Path

Andrii Zvorygin yN-PH2196 mtH2a1 & GPT4

attender of Glad Tidings Fellowship, Tara, ON

November 1, 2023

1 Disclaimer:
As we journey deeper into the realms of wis-
dom, we find ourselves anchored by the tales
and insights of those who came before us
and the cosmic guidance we receive from our
star brothers of the Confederation of Plan-
ets. In resonance with the Seven Grand-
father Teachings, our pursuit is driven by
the enduring wisdoms handed down through
the ages, both terrestrial and celestial. We
turn to the guiding spirits and the revered
wisdom-keepers of yesteryears, recognizing
their pivotal role in shaping our understand-
ing and grounding our quests, while also ac-
knowledging the expansive insights provided
by our interstellar kin. This document is not
a definitive guide, but rather a reflection of
our interpretations and the collective wisdom
we’ve inherited. Readers are encouraged to
approach these insights with an open heart,
understanding that interpretations may vary
and the quest for wisdom is a continuous
journey across dimensions.

2 Our Path:
True connection to the Creator and all liv-
ing things is not a brief moment but a life-
long commitment, drawing strength from the
lives of our ancestral leaders, from the First
Woman and Man to the great leaders who
came after them, from the spirit animals to
the sacred places that have watched over our
people. Their stories teach us perseverance,
respect, and love for all of creation. Just
as the bear teaches us strength and courage,
the eagle wisdom and vision, we too should
embrace these lessons, recognizing the in-
terconnectedness of all beings. For as it is
said among our people, ”Walk gently on the
Earth, and she will sustain you.” The great
spirits and leaders of our past showed us

the way to live in harmony with all of cre-
ation, emphasizing the importance of every
act made with a good heart. Our spiritual
journey is about seeking balance and under-
standing, not just perfection. As we say,
”Every step we take is guided by the spir-
its.” Let’s honor these teachings by fostering
love and unity among all our relations.

3 Transitioning from Many to
One: Recognizing the Facets
of Gitche Manitou

Throughout our ancestral history, the natu-
ral world and its creatures have held signif-
icant importance, with each embodying di-
verse qualities and teachings. Many entities,
be they animals, elements, or celestial bod-
ies, were revered for their unique attributes
and wisdom. Over time, as our understand-
ing deepened, some of these entities’ qualities
began to overlap and converge, symbolizing
shared experiences and origins.

This interconnectedness led our ancestors
to recognize that while there were many be-
ings to honor and learn from, these beings
might not exist in isolation. Instead, they
began to view them as parts of a more mag-
nificent whole. Each entity, with its distinct
qualities, can be likened to facets of a radiant
jewel. Each facet reflects a different aspect,
yet they all come together to form a unified
brilliance.

In this evolution of understanding, the di-
verse gods and spirits, once seen as separate
and distinct, became understood as reflec-
tions of a greater oneness. This profound re-
alization directed our ancestors towards the
concept of Gitche Manitou, the Great Spirit
or the One Infinite Creator. In recognizing
Gitche Manitou, they began to see that ev-
ery element of creation, every creature, and
every spirit were integral expressions of this
singular divine force.

Thus, while we still honor and learn from
the many teachings of the natural world,
our spiritual focus has shifted to understand-
ing the interconnectedness and unity of all
things under the guiding light of Gitche
Manitou.
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4 The Interconnected Bless-
ings of Gitche Manitou and
Nokomis Aki:

Rooted deeply within Anishinaabe wisdom
is the profound understanding that all life
originates from Gitche-Manitou (the Great
Spirit). Among the myriad expressions of
this divine essence is Nokomis Aki, our
Grandmother Earth. Both she and we are
creations of Gitche-Manitou, together illus-
trating the balance and harmony that per-
meate every facet of existence.

”Guided by Gitche-Manitou, we find all
we need.” From the vigilant bear to the gen-
tle deer, each life form draws sustenance and
guidance from these sacred sources. Ancient
voices remind us that ”All of creation looks
to the spirits, and they provide at the right
time.”

In our earnest efforts to embody the
teachings of Gitche-Manitou and in our com-
mitment to steward Nokomis Aki with re-
spect and love, a remarkable reciprocity un-
folds. As we nurture the rivers, woodlands,
and heavens, it is through Nokomis Aki that
Gitche Manitou showers us with abundant
provisions. The sustenance we derive, the
waters that refresh our spirit, and the gentle
breezes that whisper ancient truths all attest
to this eternal bond.

As we journey upon this path, align-
ing our hearts and deeds with the will of
Gitche-Manitou, a myriad of blessings, both
seen and unseen, become our companions.
An age-old promise resonates with renewed
clarity: ”I will guide your steps and show
you the way; I will watch over you with
care.” This sacred relationship nurtures not
only our physical well-being but touches the
deepest recesses of our souls, kindling our
hearts and enlightening our minds. By plac-
ing our trust in Gitche Manitou and cher-
ishing Nokomis Aki, we cultivate virtues of
kindness, respect, and deep-seated gratitude,
continually deepening our understanding of
the universe’s wondrous design.

5 Witnessing the Divine in All
Creation:

In the vast beauty of our lands, from the ex-
pansive lakes to the dense forests, the Great
Spirit’s presence is felt deeply. Our elders
say, ”The Great Spirit knows us, from our
resting moments to our active days, under-

standing our deepest thoughts.” While na-
ture mirrors the attributes of the divine, it
is not the divine itself but rather a testa-
ment to its grand power and wisdom. This
principle speaks to our understanding of the
interconnected web of life.

Everything in our world, from ”The skies
that show the wonders of the spirits” to ”The
lands that are shared with all beings”, calls
us to recognize the profound mysteries of ex-
istence. Our path, inspired by the wisdom of
our ancestors, emphasizes, ”Act with honor,
show love to others, and walk humbly on the
Earth.”

To journey in this world is to recognize
the signs of Gitche-Manitou in all things and
to stay rooted in our deep respect for all life.
Every act of kindness, every gesture of re-
spect is a reflection of our connection. By
recognizing the divine in all things, with-
out claiming to fully understand its vastness,
we deeply connect with the core teachings
passed down through countless seasons.

6 Service, Honor, and Love:
Walking the Path of the El-
ders and the Teachings of the
Seven Grandfathers

In the boundless wisdom of the Great Spirit,
we are taught to serve and to give. Our An-
ishinaabe elders and wisdom-keepers remind
us that true leadership and honor lie in our
service to the community and the natural
world. As the teachings say, ”Act with re-
spect, show love and compassion, and walk
humbly upon the Earth.”

Respecting the choices and paths of oth-
ers is a foundational principle. Guided by
the idea that every being is a unique man-
ifestation of the Great Spirit, we remember
the teaching: ”Treat others as you wish to
be treated.” Our actions should be marked
by fairness, echoing the values passed down
from our ancestors.

The bond of marriage, like the union of
Sky Woman and the Earth, is sacred. It’s
a partnership where both individuals uplift,
support, and complement one another, remi-
niscent of the harmony that exists in nature.

Family is the cornerstone of our commu-
nities. We’re reminded, ”Honor those who
came before you and those who stand beside
you,” echoing the tight-knit bonds of the An-
ishinaabe clans and extended families.
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All members of the community, regard-
less of their origins or beliefs, deserve re-
spect and kindness. The teachings guide us:
”Show kindness, for every heart carries its
own stories and struggles.”

Our profound love for all beings, reflect-
ing our commitment to the teachings of the
elders and our bond with the land, is evident
in the belief: ”The Earth does not belong to
us; we belong to the Earth.” Every creature,
every river, every tree is a part of the intri-
cate web of life and deserves our utmost care
and guardianship.

7 Walking in Compassion,
Love, and Understanding
According to Anishinaabe
Teachings:

The Great Spirit’s Limitless Benev-
olence: Our understanding of the Great
Spirit’s attributes comes from the teachings
of our ancestors. At the core of these teach-
ings is His boundless benevolence. As the
stories tell, ”The Great Spirit nurtures and
cares, patient with all, abounding in love.”
This infinite kindness is the path for us to
follow in our interactions with others.

Acknowledging Our Missteps: Rec-
ognizing our human nature, we often turn
to the Great Spirit, singing, ”Forgive our
mistakes, for we are Your children.” This
acknowledgment of our need for the Great
Spirit’s understanding deeply emphasizes
our duty to show the same understanding to-
wards our fellow Anishinaabe and all beings.

Responsibility to Share Kindness:
Our elders have always said, ”Hold no bit-
terness, bear no ill will. Treat all with the
kindness you seek.” This teaching points us
towards a path of respect and unity, even
when faced with difficulties.

Love as a Central Teaching: The pin-
nacle of love in Anishinaabe teachings is to
love with the spirit and heart of the commu-
nity. The wisdom keepers remind us, ”Cher-
ish all as you cherish yourself. This is a core
teaching of our people.” This highlights the
genuine nature of deep love and the reflection
necessary to truly understand and embody
it.

The Path of Understanding: Just as
we hope the Great Spirit looks upon us with
understanding, we are taught to show the
same grace to others. Our elders say, ”As the

Great Spirit brings harmony, so too must we
bring peace and understanding to our world.”
By embracing this deep wisdom, we draw
closer to the boundless benevolence of the
Great Spirit.

Our journey in the Anishinaabe way, illu-
minated by the stories of our ancestors and
insights of our wisdom keepers, guides us to
walk in the Great Spirit’s teachings of com-
passion, love, and understanding. This not
only deepens our connection with the Great
Spirit but also fosters a foundation of unity
and kinship within the Anishinaabe commu-
nity. Through living these teachings, we
align ourselves more deeply with the heart
of our traditions.

8 Prioritizing Spiritual Guid-
ance: Walking the Anishi-
naabe Traditions

Stories of the Elders: The teachings
of our elders and the stories passed down
through generations remain paramount. As
the stories tell us, ”Truth is found in the
words of our ancestors.” All interpretations
must align with these foundational teach-
ings. The elders warn, ”Do not alter the
tales of old, or the wisdom they carry may
be lost.”

Oral Traditions and the Visionaries:
Our traditions say, ”Listen to the voices of
the old, and they will guide you.” This un-
derscores the value of oral history and the
insights of those who came before. Simi-
larly, our visionaries and dreamers have al-
ways been the guiding light, showing us the
path aligned with the Great Spirit.

Beware of Blind Following: The el-
ders teach us to ”Seek knowledge, seek un-
derstanding; do not ignore the old ways or
deviate from them.” While we honor the
guidance of our leaders and wisdom-keepers,
we also hold the responsibility for personal
understanding and exploration.

Discerning True Voices: Anishinaabe
wisdom says, ”Not all voices carry truth;
tread with care.” As we journey through life,
discerning genuine teachings from misleading
ones is crucial. To ensure that we are truly
receiving messages from benevolent spirits,
it is advised to test the spirits, having them
confirm they come from Gitche Manitou (the
Great Spirit) and testify of love and respect
for all creation. Genuine spirits will convey
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messages rooted in love, respect, and bal-
ance, aligned with the teachings of our ances-
tors and the interconnectedness of all things.

Role of the Wisdom Keepers:
Renowned elders and knowledge holders,
past and present, guide our path. Their
teachings, stemming from their deep connec-
tion with the land and the spirits, light our
way. But, as the elders remind us, ”No voice,
no matter how wise, is above the teachings
of the ancestors.”

Continuous Search for Knowledge:
Our commitment to learning is reflected in
our respect for the elders: ”In their stories
and teachings, we find our path.” The Anishi-
naabe tradition reveres continuous learning,
urging members to engage deeply with both
the stories of old and contemporary insights.

Maintaining Unity: Unity among the
Anishinaabe is a foundational value. As
our songs and dances remind us, ”When we
come together in harmony, the spirits re-
joice.” While interpretations and teachings
might vary, the core wisdom of our ancestors
unites us in shared purpose and identity.

In conclusion, Anishinaabe traditions,
rich with centuries of stories and teachings,
beckon the devoted to a path illuminated by
the eternal wisdom of the elders. Ground-
ing oneself in the tales of old, the insights of
wisdom-keepers, and a spirit of discernment
allows one to truly embody the essence of the
Anishinaabe way.

9 Conclusion: Living in the
Spirit of Kindness and Love
as We Envision the Time of
Renewal

Remembering Life’s Ephemeral Na-
ture: The wise storytellers of our people
have often shared, ”Every creature walks the
path from sunrise to sunset.” As the cycles of

nature teach us, our days in this realm have
their seasons. With each sunrise and sunset,
we draw closer to the Great Awakening and
the Great Spirit’s embrace.

Always Being Ready: True wisdom
lies in those who carry visions of the world
beyond in their hearts, always acting with
the future generations in mind. This mirrors
the teachings of our respected elders who say,
”Walk the good path every day, for we do not
know the length of our journey.” This path is
not only paved with our deeds but also with
the state of our heart — a heart resonating
with kindness, love, and compassion at every
moment.

Life as a Sacred Gift: Our breath is
a gift from the Great Spirit, and with this
gift comes the responsibility to live in love,
compassion, and truth. As the elders teach,
”What does the Great Spirit ask of you but
to walk in justice, to cherish kindness, and
to journey humbly with all creation?”

Acknowledging Our Personal
Legacy: While we believe in the cyclical
nature of life and renewal, each of us will
face a moment when we must reflect upon
our journey. Did we leave with a heart full
of love and generosity? Were we a beacon of
hope and light to the world around us? Our
deepest wish is to be remembered as souls
who walked in peace and harmony, reflecting
the spirit of the words: ”Journey in peace to
the next world”.

In essence, our walk on Grandmother
Earth is but a brief moment in time. How-
ever, the ripples of our actions and the purity
of our hearts will be felt for generations to
come. May we continuously seek to fill our
hearts with love and kindness, ensuring that
when our time in this realm concludes, we
transition with souls reflecting the boundless
kindness and love of the Great Spirit.
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