
King Agrippa vs. Paul: A Confederation-Aligned and Anabaptist Perspective

Acts 26: Paul’s Testimony Before King Agrippa

Acts 26 presents a pivotal moment where Paul defends his faith before King Agrippa, sharing his personal transfor-
mation and the Glad Tidings of Jesus Christ. From both Confederation teachings and Anabaptist theology,
this narrative highlights the transformative power of love, the sacredness of free will, and the universal call to live
in alignment with divine truth.

Key Biblical Quotes from Acts 26

1. Paul’s Opening: Respect for Authority and Truth
”King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today... Therefore, I beg you to listen to me
patiently” (Acts 26:2-3, NIV).
Paul’s approach exemplifies humility and respect for human authority while staying steadfast in his allegiance
to God’s truth.

2. Paul’s Transformation: The Damascus Encounter
”About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing
around me and my companions... I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ’Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads’” (Acts 26:13-14, NIV).
This passage reveals the grace of divine intervention, where Christ calls Paul not through coercion but by
awakening the resonance of love and truth within his soul.

3. Paul’s Mission: Universal Call to Light
”I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith
in me” (Acts 26:17-18, NIV).
This echoes the Confederation’s perspective on service-to-others and the Anabaptist commitment to
discipleship and the transformative community of believers.

4. King Agrippa’s Response: The Power of Free Will
”Then Agrippa said to Paul, ’Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?’”
(Acts 26:28, NIV).
This statement underscores the sacredness of free will, a cornerstone in both Confederation teachings and
Anabaptist theology. Agrippa is left to make his choice without force or coercion.

Confederation-Aligned Analysis

1. Transformation and Service: Paul’s Damascus Encounter Paul’s encounter on the road to Damascus
is a vivid illustration of spiritual awakening. Jesus meets Paul at a moment of spiritual blindness, offering him
not condemnation but a path to redemption. The Confederation’s teachings often describe such moments as
opportunities for a soul to reorient itself toward the Creator’s love. This echoes the idea that no soul is beyond
redemption, and every being has the potential to awaken to divine unity.

2. Universal Mission: Bringing Light to All Paul’s mission is not limited by race, status, or nationality. His
calling to “turn them from darkness to light” (Acts 26:18) aligns with the Confederation’s emphasis on seeing
all beings as facets of the One Infinite Creator. Similarly, Anabaptist theology views discipleship as a radical,
inclusive call to live out Christ’s love in community, transcending societal divisions.

3. Respect for Free Will: Agrippa’s Choice Paul’s respectful yet impassioned plea to King Agrippa reflects
the Confederation’s principle of honoring free will. As Q’uo states, “Truth can only be offered; it cannot be
imposed.” Similarly, Anabaptists believe in voluntary discipleship, where faith is an individual’s conscious and
free response to the call of Christ.
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Anabaptist Alignment

1. Voluntary Discipleship Paul’s defense emphasizes the personal and voluntary nature of faith. Anabaptists
resonate deeply with this theme, as their tradition values believers’ baptism—a conscious, adult decision to follow
Christ. Agrippa’s hesitation reflects the sacred space needed for individuals to make genuine commitments.

2. Radical Transformation Paul’s life embodies the Anabaptist ideal of radical transformation through Christ.
His complete turning from persecutor to apostle mirrors the Anabaptist belief that discipleship requires a fun-
damental reorientation of one’s life toward the teachings of Jesus.

3. Living the Light of Christ Paul’s message to open eyes and turn hearts “from darkness to light” resonates
with the Anabaptist emphasis on living as a “light to the world” (Matthew 5:14). For Anabaptists, faith is not
merely a belief but a way of life that reflects God’s Kingdom here and now.

Conclusion: A Path of Light and Free Will

Acts 26 offers a timeless lesson in faith, love, and respect for choice. Paul’s testimony before Agrippa exemplifies
the transformative power of encountering divine love, the universal call to serve others, and the necessity of allowing
each soul the freedom to choose their path. Whether viewed through the lens of Confederation teachings or
Anabaptist theology, this chapter reminds us that the Glad Tidings of Christ are a beacon of light, freely offered
but never imposed, calling all into the infinite embrace of God’s love. Yes, we do know some additional details
about King Agrippa II, the ruler Paul addresses in Acts 26. Here’s a broader understanding of his background
and historical context:

Who Was King Agrippa II?

1. Full Name and Lineage:
King Agrippa II, formally known as Marcus Julius Agrippa, was the last ruler of the Herodian dynasty.
He was the great-grandson of Herod the Great, the king who infamously ordered the massacre of infants in
Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16). His father, Herod Agrippa I, was the king who had the Apostle James killed
and imprisoned Peter (Acts 12).

2. Role and Title:
Agrippa II was not officially a “king” over Judea in the traditional sense but held the title of tetrarch and
was appointed by the Roman emperor. His jurisdiction included parts of Galilee and Perea. He was also
given oversight of the Temple in Jerusalem and the authority to appoint the High Priest, which gave him
significant influence over Jewish religious matters.

3. Relationship with Rome:
Agrippa II was a loyal ally to Rome. He supported Roman governance over the Jewish people, which made
him unpopular with some Jewish factions. During the Jewish Revolt (66–73 CE), Agrippa II sided with the
Romans and attempted to dissuade the Jewish population from rebelling, but his efforts were unsuccessful.

4. Appearance in Acts 25–26:
In Acts 25, Agrippa II and his sister Bernice visit Festus, the Roman governor of Judea, who invites Agrippa
to hear Paul’s defense. This reflects Agrippa’s expertise in Jewish religious law and customs, which Festus
may not have fully understood. In Acts 26, Agrippa listens to Paul’s testimony but remains noncommittal,
famously saying: “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” (Acts
26:28).

5. Connection to Bernice:
Agrippa II’s close relationship with his sister Bernice caused rumors of an inappropriate relationship, which
Roman historians such as Tacitus and Josephus noted. She played an active role in his court and accompanied
him to hear Paul.
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Agrippa II in Historical Records

1. Josephus’s Accounts:
The Jewish historian Josephus mentions Agrippa II multiple times. He portrays Agrippa as a man caught
between his Roman loyalty and his Jewish heritage. Despite his efforts to maintain peace, Agrippa was seen
as a Roman collaborator and lost favor with many Jewish groups.

2. Later Life and Legacy:
Agrippa II’s reign ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE. After the Roman suppression of the
Jewish Revolt, Agrippa retired to Rome, where he lived until his death around 92–100 CE. With his death,
the Herodian dynasty effectively ended.

3. Religious and Political Ambiguity:
Agrippa II straddled a complex position as both a Jewish ruler and a Roman client. His willingness to
hear Paul’s testimony demonstrates his openness to understanding emerging religious movements but also
highlights his political caution, as he neither embraced nor outright rejected Christianity.

Agrippa II in Light of Acts 26

Paul’s encounter with Agrippa II reveals both Agrippa’s knowledge of Jewish beliefs and his political pragmatism.
While Agrippa acknowledges Paul’s persuasive words, he avoids any commitment, likely because of his precarious
political position. His interaction with Paul reflects the tension between spiritual truth and worldly power, a theme
that resonates deeply with spiritual seekers.

From the Confederation perspective, Agrippa’s hesitation illustrates the delicate interplay of free will and
catalyst. While Agrippa was presented with a profound opportunity to embrace the truth of Paul’s testimony, his
ultimate response was shaped by his own path and spiritual readiness.

Agrippa’s Legacy in Reflection

Agrippa II is remembered as a ruler torn between competing loyalties—Rome, Judaism, and his personal conscience.
His story serves as a reminder of the challenges of navigating worldly authority while encountering spiritual truth.
For those inspired by Paul’s testimony, Agrippa’s story is an example of how divine truth is always offered, but its
acceptance remains a personal and sovereign choice.

The lives of Paul and King Agrippa II provide a fascinating comparison and contrast, illustrating two vastly
different paths of influence, power, and spiritual growth. While they crossed paths in Acts 26, their life stories
represent diverging trajectories—Paul as a fervent servant of Christ, and Agrippa as a Roman-appointed ruler
navigating political and religious complexities.

Paul and Agrippa: A Comparison

Aspect Paul (Saul of Tarsus) King Agrippa II
Background Born into a devout Jewish family of the tribe of Benjamin. Roman citizen by birth, educated under Gamaliel as a Pharisee. Born into the Herodian dynasty, the ruling family of Judea. A client king under Roman authority with limited regional power.
Worldly Power No political power; initially held religious influence as a Pharisee. Held political and religious power as a tetrarch and overseer of the Jerusalem Temple.
Encounter with Christ Profound conversion on the road to Damascus. Jesus personally appeared to Paul, calling him to be a messenger to the Gentiles (Acts 9). Heard Paul’s testimony about Christ but responded with skepticism: ”Do you think you can persuade me to be a Christian?” (Acts 26:28).
Life Mission Dedicated his life to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ, planting churches, and writing much of the New Testament. Focused on maintaining political stability and allegiance to Rome. Attempted to mediate between Jewish and Roman interests.
Attitude Toward the Gospel Initially opposed Christianity, persecuting believers. After his conversion, became its greatest advocate. Heard Paul’s testimony with interest but remained uncommitted, likely for political reasons.
Response to Catalyst Embraced spiritual transformation and redirected his life toward service to others and the Creator. Resisted full spiritual transformation, prioritizing political pragmatism over personal faith.
Notable Relationships Deep bonds with Christian communities; mentored disciples like Timothy, Titus, and Luke. Close to his sister Bernice, whose relationship with him caused scandal. Maintained ties with Roman elites.
Legacy Revered as a saint, Apostle to the Gentiles, and spiritual teacher through his writings. Remembered as a Roman ally, the last of the Herodian kings, and a figure of historical rather than spiritual significance.
End of Life Martyred in Rome for his faith, likely by beheading under Emperor Nero. Lived into old age, dying in obscurity in Rome after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 CE.
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Key Contrasts

1. Spiritual Transformation vs. Worldly Status

• Paul experienced a radical transformation, abandoning his Pharisaic zeal and embracing a mission of
humility and service to Christ. His life was defined by spiritual devotion, even in the face of suffering
and persecution.

• Agrippa, in contrast, retained his role as a political figure tied to Rome. While he showed intellectual
curiosity about Christianity, his response to Paul’s testimony suggests he prioritized his worldly power
and reputation over spiritual awakening.

2. Eternal Influence vs. Temporal Authority

• Paul’s legacy endures through his letters, which form a cornerstone of Christian theology and continue
to inspire spiritual seekers.

• Agrippa’s legacy is tied to historical records as a minor ruler who played a role in the Roman-Jewish
conflicts. His impact is temporal and political rather than spiritual.

3. Response to Catalyst

• Paul embraced the call of Christ wholeheartedly, redirecting his life toward the service of others and
enduring great hardship for his mission.

• Agrippa’s encounter with Paul presented a clear opportunity for spiritual growth, yet he remained un-
moved, demonstrating the power of free will and the complexities of navigating political and spiritual
demands.

Key Similarities

1. Jewish Heritage Both Paul and Agrippa were steeped in Jewish tradition and understood its laws and
customs. This common heritage made their exchange in Acts 26 deeply resonant, as Paul appealed to Agrippa’s
knowledge of the Scriptures.

2. Influence and Authority Each held a form of influence:

• Paul wielded spiritual authority as an apostle of Christ.
• Agrippa held political authority as a Roman client king and overseer of the Temple.

3. Encounters with Christianity

• Paul moved from persecuting Christians to becoming one of its foremost leaders.
• Agrippa encountered Christianity through Paul’s testimony but chose not to embrace it.

Reflections from Confederation and Anabaptist Perspectives

1. Confederation Teachings:

• Paul exemplifies the transformative power of choosing the path of service-to-others, embracing love and
unity with the Creator. His life illustrates the fulfillment that comes from aligning with divine will.

• Agrippa represents the challenge of free will—faced with the truth, he chose a path of worldly stability
over spiritual transformation, a valid choice within the law of free will but one that delayed his spiritual
awakening.

2. Anabaptist Insights:

• Paul’s radical discipleship aligns with Anabaptist principles of voluntary faith and a life oriented toward
Christ’s teachings, even in the face of suffering.

• Agrippa’s story highlights the pitfalls of prioritizing earthly power and status over the commitment to
follow Christ.

4



Conclusion

Paul and Agrippa symbolize two divergent responses to the divine call. Paul’s life reflects the radical transforma-
tion that comes from wholehearted devotion to Christ, while Agrippa’s hesitancy demonstrates the tension between
worldly authority and spiritual truth. Their encounter reminds us of the power of free will and the eternal conse-
quences of our choices. For seekers, it serves as both an inspiration and a cautionary tale: to live boldly in the light
of truth or risk the stagnation of spiritual potential.
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